


 



 

 

AP World History Analytical Acronyms 

PERSIA-G 

Political 

Economic 

Religion 

Social 

Intellectual 

Artistic 

Geography 

SPRITE 

Social 

Political 

Religion 

Intellectual 

Technological 

Economic 
 

SPICES 

States 

Places & People 

Interaction 

Culture 

Economics 

Social Structure 
 

He-PECS 

Human- 

Environment 

Political 

Economic 

Cultural 

Social 
 

CASKET 

Culture & Tech 

Authority 

Social Structures 

Key people/places 

Environment 

Trade & 

Commerce 
 

CASTE 

Culture 

Authority 

Social Structures 

Trade 

Environment 

BEST PAL 

Belief Systems 

Economics 

Society 

Technology 

Politics 

Arts 

Location 
 

GRAPES 

Geography 

Religion 

Achievements 
(intellectual, tech.) 

Political 

Economic 

Social 
 

EPICS 

Economics 

Politics 

Interaction w/ 

environment 

Culture (incl tech & 

science) 

Social structure 

RECEIPTS 

Religion 

Environment 

Culture 

Economic 

Intellectual 

Political 

Technological 

Social 

GRASPED IT 

Geog/Environ 

Religion 

Arts 

Social 

Classes/Issues 

Politics 

Economics 

Demographics 

Intellectual 

Technology 

 

ESCAPE 

Environment 

Social Structures 

Culture 

Achievements 
(Applied Technology) 

Politics 

Economics 
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P-E-R-S-I-A--G 

 
Political 
government -- military -- defensive structures -- 
wars -- legal codes and systems -- empire 
 
Economic 
trade routes and items -- forms of currency --
subsistence -- farming -- seafaring -- tribute 
structures -- taxes 
 
Religious 
polytheisms -- animism -- monotheism -- 
philosophical systems – temples and religious 
architecture -- religious symbols 
 
Social 
social structures -- pyramids -- systems of 
inequality -- slavery -- serfs -- gender issues -- 
caste system – demographic change – class 
systems 
 
Intellectual 
technology -- writing systems -- ideas 
 
Arts 
architecture -- painting -- sculpture -- literature 
-- poetry -- music -- dance -- theater 
 
Geographic 
bodies of water -- landforms -- mountain 
ranges -- isolation -- natural resources 
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A-P-P-A-R-T-S 
 
AUTHOR 
Who created the source?  What do you know 
about the author?  What is the author’s point 
of view? 
 
PLACE AND TIME 
Where and when was the source produced?  
How might this affect the meaning of the 
source? 
 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 
Beyond information about the author and the 
context of its creation, what do you know that 
would help you further understand the primary 
source?  For example, do you recognize any 
symbols and recall what they represent? 
 
AUDIENCE 
For whom was the source created and how 
might this affect the reliability of the source? 
 
REASON 
Why was the source produced at the time it 
was produced? 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
What point is the source trying to convey? 
 
SIGNIFICANCE 
Why is this source important?  What inferences 
can you draw from this document?  Ask 
yourself, “So what?” in relation to the question 
asked. 
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S.O.A.P.S.Tone 

Whenever you encounter a primary or secondary source document, one of the most important skills you’ll need to have is the ability 
to determine the points-of-view (POV’s) that are present in the document.  To write effective POV statements on Document Based 
Questions, begin by applying SOAPSTone to each document you look at.  Always formulate questions that the document elicits. 

Letter Ideas to Think About 

Subject 
▪ What is the document’s content and subject (i.e. what is it saying)? 
▪ How do you know this? 
▪ How has the subject been selected and presented by the author? 
▪ What ideas or values does the document presuppose in the audience? 

Occasion 
▪ What local, regional and/or global events prompted the author to create this piece? 
▪ What events led to its publication or development? 
▪ What conditions needed to exist in order for this document to be created, 

disseminated and/or preserved? 

Audience 
▪ Does the speaker identify an audience? 
▪ If not, who was the likely audience for this piece?  For whom was the document 

created?  Was there an unintended audience? 
o What assumptions can you make about the audience in terms of social class, 

political affiliations, gender, race/ethnicity, occupation or relationships to foci 
of power? 

▪ Does the speaker use language that is specific for a unique audience (SLANG)? 
o Why is the speaker using this type of language? What is the mode of delivery? 
o Are there any words or phrases that seem unusual or different (JARGON)? 

▪ Does the speaker evoke God? Nation? Liberty? History? Hell? Science? Human Nature? 
▪ Does the speaker allude to traditional, provincial/urbanized, classical, pre-modern or 

modern themes?  Above all, what is the author trying to achieve or gain with this 
document? 

Purpose 
▪ In what ways does he/she convey this message? 
▪ How was this document communicated to the audience? 
▪ How is the speaker trying to spark a reaction in the audience? 
▪ What is the speaker and/or author’s purpose? 

Speaker 
▪ Is there someone identified as the speaker? 
▪ Is the speaker the same as the author? 
▪ What inferences can you make about this person? 
▪ E.g. What class does he/she come from? What political party? What gender? 

Tone 
▪ What is the author’s tone? 
▪ What is the author’s mood and how is it conveyed?  For what purpose? 
▪ What is the emotional state of the speaker and how can you tell? 
▪ How is the document supposed to make the reader/viewer feel? 

Questions ▪ Once you’ve analyzed the document with all the lenses of SOAPSTone, you’re ready to 
ask your own questions and make assertions of your own.  What are they? 

▪ What else would you like to know about the author/speaker, or about the 
society/historical era in which he/she lived? 

▪ Based on all of the above, what are potential biases that the document contains?  
Your answer to this question will shape a POV. 
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The O-P-T-I-C Method of Visual Analysis 
 

Overview:  What is happening in the picture?  Summarize the “action” of the visual without analyzing its meaning yet.  

This is equivalent to the “paraphrase” part of TP-CASTT poetry analysis. 
 

Parts of the picture:  Break the picture down into sections. Describe the placement of objects on the canvas.  Name 

everything that you see.  Describe color, lighting, and movement in the picture.  
 

Title:  What does the title tell you about the picture?  How much does it add to what you understand or do not 

understand about the picture?  Explain your answers. 
 

Interrelationships:  Analyze the relationships in the picture. How do objects or people or colors relate to each other in 

the picture?  What clues to the message or argument are these relationships giving you?  What seems to be the most 
important “relationship” in the picture? 
 

Conclusion:  Draw a conclusion to the meaning or message of the picture based on what you have viewed and 

discussed as a group.  Essentially, what is the argument the artist is trying to convey?  
 

P-H-I-A Document Analysis (Sourcing) 
 

Purpose:  

 WHY or FOR WHAT REASON was the source produced at the time it was produced? What was the AUTHOR’S GOAL? 
The best way to earn the POINT OF VIEW (POV) point is to go beyond the basic identity of the source author and the source 
itself, as described in the document source line. In order to write a successful POV statement, you should try to establish a 
better understanding of the identity of the author; you can do this by asking yourself a question about the author and the 
source. For instance, what’s the author’s profession, gender, social class, religion, ethnicity, nationality and/or allegiance to 
a particular group? Once you’ve asked these questions, go further and explain how one of these factors may have 
influenced the content of the source. Your complete POV statement should both identify an influence that may have 
shaped the author or source AND explain how that particular influence specifically affected the content of the document. 
Simply put, to do POV identity an important aspect of WHO the author is, and explain HOW the author’s personhood might 
have impacted what they wrote. 
The author is ________ and influenced/impacted _________ by ________ 

Historical Context: 

 Causation: Can you make connections between the document and historical facts?  

 Chronology: Where does this source fit into the Historical Narrative or Timeline? 

 PRIOR KNOWLEDGE: What do YOU know that will help you better understand this source? Connect the document to 
SPECIFIC historical events, circumstances of time & place and/or broader regional, national and global processes. 
Connect the source across times (earlier and/or later) and space (different places). For example, The historical 
context of this document is_____, then explain how the document participates in that historical trend or process. 

Intended Audience: 

 For whom was the source created and how does this affect its accuracy/reliability? Authors write to their intended 
audience. Who does the author intend to inform and/or influence? Go beyond what is noted in the source line of 
the document. Write a sentence describing the intended audience like: The author’s intended audience was 
______. This is shown by _______. 

Author’s Point of View (POV) 

 Identify WHO this author is & explain HOW this may have impacted what they wrote. 

 Identify an influence that shaped the author or source & HOW that influence affected the documents content 

 THE MAIN IDEA: What point is the author trying to convey? For example, The author’s purpose in writing this was 
to _________. This is evident because_______. 
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Essay Vocabulary: Continuity and Change Over Time (CCOT) 

 

CHANGE: 
Shift 

Alter 

Evolve 

Began 

Transition 

Transformation 

Metamorphosis 

Modify 

“Introduced a variation from . . .” 

“Movement towards/movement away from . . .” 

“Emergence of/Rise of . . .” 

“Demise/Conclusion of . . .” 

“Conversion/converted to . . .” 

“Was replaced by . . .” 

“Developed into/became . . .” 

“Was the end of . . . and the beginning of . . .” 
 

CONTINUITY: 
Persisted 

Remained 

Endured 

“Stayed constant” 

“Never waivered” 

“Was a continuance of . . .” 

“Was carried on . . .” 

“Throughout the duration . . .” 

“Weathered through . . .” 

“Lasted throughout . . .” 
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Comparison and Contrast Vocabulary and Sentence Stems 
 

Compare both 

same 

also 

like 

analogous to 

similar 

similarly 

alike 

whereas 

each 

likewise 

just as 

in the same way 

akin to 

as well as  
on a similar note, 
  

___ and ___ both have ___. 
Both ___ and ___ are ___. 
___ and ___ are the same because ___. 
___ also has ___. 
___ is like ___ because ___. 
Similarly, ___ is ___.  
___ is similar to ___ in many ways because ___ and ___. 
Whereas ___ is ___, ___ is ___ and ___.  
___ and ___ are alike because ___. 
___ is just as difficult as ___ because ___. 

Contrast different 

but 

although 

different from 

however 

one difference 

on the other hand 

in comparison  
by comparison 

instead of 
in contrast to 

conversely 

even though 

unlike 

on the contrary 

yet 

despite 

differ 

variation 

otherwise 

___ is ___different than ___ because ___. 
___ is ___, but ___ is ___. 
Although ___ has ___, ___ has ___. 
___ is ___. However, ___ is ___. 
___ is ___. On the other hand, ___ is ___. 
Even though ___ has ___, ___ has ___. 
___ and ___ differ because ___. 
___ is unlike ___ because ___. 
___ has ___, yet ___ has ___. 
___ is ___. On the contrary, ___ is ___. 
Despite having ___, ___ is different because ___. 
One variation between ___ and ___ is that ___ has ___. 
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Historical Thinking Skills You Will Want to Have 
 

 
Table of Contents 

10  



 

Historical Thinking Tasks You Will Want to Do 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 1 
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Key Concept 1.2 
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Key Concept 1.3 
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Key Concept 1.3 (Continued) 
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Key Concept 1.3 (Continued) 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 2 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 3 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 4 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 5 
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HISTORICAL PERIOD 6 
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